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It is an honour to be invited to write a brief foreword for this publication, and I am 
very grateful to David and Maggi Creese for their invitation and their courageous 
and vital work. There can be no more powerful testimony than that of a survivor, 

and the telling of a story from the perspective of the voice of one who has survived 
is a voice that cries out to be heard. To listen to a story you have to attend to the 
person telling it and be prepared to be challenged and transformed. In my own 
faith tradition, I often recount how Jesus told stories (that we know as parables) 

rooted in real lives and situations. Jesus did this to enable the Kingdom of God to 
be seen and experienced. This Kingdom is one of justice, grace, and mercy. 

The Church has so often failed the victims of sexual abuse and the Church needs 
to listen to and give space to those stories of survival. In many ways, a foreword 
from a bishop is one that could be rightly received with suspicion. I am deeply 

grateful to the diocese of Newcastle for its important and ground-breaking work 
with survivors and the ‘Survivors’ Stories’ of which ‘Recomposition’ is the first 

publication marks a new chapter in this work. The unravelling of musical notes  
and the putting back together to form a new piece is a powerful image of hope.  
As I listen, I hear words that inspire and inform. My prayer and my hope is that 
you hear this too, and in hearing commit afresh to ensure that the Church is a 

place of flourishing, safety and justice.

+Helen-Ann, Bishop of Newcastle
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