[bookmark: _GoBack]Creation sermon – The call to care for God’s creation

Children’s talk
So to start off with, we are celebrating the amazing place that we call home our planet earth. It is a truly amazing place and Genesis 1 gives us an incredible picture of how it came to be so let’s quickly run through it and I’ll stop to ask you some questions along the way
Slide 1 - In the abeginning, God creates the heavens and the earth, God creates light and sees that it is good and separates the light from the darkness.
Slide 2 - Then God creates the planet earth and makes the dry land and the seas and the passage says that God saw that it was good.
Slide 3 – Then God creates vegetation, plants5 yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit. And again God sees that this is good. 
Slide 4 - This is a bamboo forest in Japan – some bamboo can grow up to 30m in height – so how fast can bamboo grow ?
Hand up for 10cm a day, 45cm a day or 90cm a day??
In the right conditions bamboo has been known to grow 30cm in one hour – how amazing is that!
Slide 5 - Then God creates the sun and the moon and God sees that that is good.
Slide 6 – So how many times bigger is the sun than the moon?
Slide 7 - Then things get really busy – God creates swarms of living creatures in the oceans 
Slide 8 - And the great sea creatures and every living creature in the sea
Slide 9 - On the left is a very happy humpback whale in Iceland and on the right is a pink dolphin from Hong Kong – so 
Which eats more one humpback whale or 100 dolphins? The Humpback! How much food can a humpback whale eat in a day -1.5tonnes (mainly krill) - Dolphin 14kg a day (octopus and fish) 
Slide 10 - And he creates every bird and God sees this as good. And God blesses them to be fruitful and multiply.
Slide 11 - So how many sparrows are the today compared to 1970? 30million less
Warning to look away for the next slide if you don’t like creepy crawlies!!
Slide 12 - Then God creates the living creatures on the earth including these ones that creep along the earth…..
Here’s some of the creepy ones…these are good!
Slide 13 – Little less scarey - Safe to look back again! This is a Comma butterfly from our garden in the summer
Slide 14 - What parts of butterflies do they taste with?  Eyes, tongue or feet - Feet
So we come to the main reading….
Reading v26-31
26 Then God said, o“Let us make man8 in our image, pafter our likeness. And qlet them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27  So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
rmale and female he created them.
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, s“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. tYou shall have them for food. 30 And uto every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 vAnd God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Prayer to finish the section – 
“Thank you father for the wonders of your creation in all it’s amazing majesty and it’s wiggly, wonderfulness.  Please be with the young people as they go out to their groups and with us as we pause in church to dwell on your Creation and our response.”


Sermon
Slide (Hubble image)
Starting prayer
Lord as we think on Your creation may Your spirit rest on us and Your heart be in me to bring Your words to Your people.  Encourage us, inspire us and empower us as we look at the passage together I pray.  Amen
Hello again!  As I said this is my first time to share with the church from the front – so why am I hear today?  As many of you have noticed I have recently become the Bishops advisor on Sustainability and Climate Justice and it was in those conversations that I felt challenged to look at what the bible says about these issues as a starting point for my role.  Tim and I discussed what I found and we agreed it would be good to share with you all.  
Slide
There are not many books out there that look from that perspective but if you’re interested I found this one helpful.
As we have been saying we are looking at the passage today through the lens of sustainability, what does God’s word have for us? The Church of England has identified “Safeguarding Creation” as a key mark of mission but why should we get involved in the whole debate?  After all, God’s promised to put it all right in the end hasn’t He? and He’s coming back to sort it all out so why does it matter what happens now? And anyway it’s all down to the big companies and the bid emitters and America to sort out, what difference can you and I make?
I am not an expert and I don’t claim to have all the answers and I’m guilty on travelling on more planes than most in the last few years so I’m not here to judge anyone.
Through by professional life and personal interest. I have found myself increasingly involved in discussions around sustainability and over the last 15 years have come to talk with, chair discussion between and create connection for those who share that interest.  I believe we can make a difference if we can work together to make change in our world and I believe God calls us to do exactly that through this passage.
Slide
So, in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth… God saw all that he had made and it was very good.  Whether you believe that God created the world in 7 days or over 7 millenia the key point for me is that it’s all here because God intended it to be.  It is good and indeed it’s very good – Through this passage seven times God says creation was good.  He is happy with his creation!
SLIDE The subdue question…
Then God said “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them.  “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground….
And again in V31 we hear…God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
Is it possible that the rule over and subdue verses can be used as a reason to exploit and do as we please without thought for the consequences?  It is possible to say I will deal with my own plot, my own kingdom and it is for others to deal with theirs…. but let’s read on…
The passage declares that we are made in God’s image and let’s pause just for a moment in that wonderful thought, All of us no matter our gender, race, health or ability. We are in His image! [pause for 5]  Elsewhere in the bible we are His children (1 John 3), a royal priesthood (1 Pet), His workmanship (Eph 2), these are amazing, uplifting and positive to think about.  
So what approach to “ruling over and subduing” does God expect us as a human race to have?
I would suggest that God’s version of ruling over is given to us through the example of his son Jesus who came to serve and save us, His creation.  He comes as a perfect example of one for us to follow to serve others to inspire and challenge authority in the right way as a servant to those in need without limit and without boundary. 
I’d like to quote a wise man I know who had this to share when I raised this with him.  
Slide
The 'rule over and subdue' in verse 26 and verse 28 is a pairing of collaborative verbs, both co-defining each other. And both link directly to the 'image of God' concept. Because we are created in God's image to reflect all that he is and does, he gives us, as his representatives (bearers of his kingship and authority) the delegated role of 'ruling and subduing'. But we are commissioned to 'rule and subdue' in his likeness. Two key words in the passage that help us define HOW we rule and subdue are 'good' and 'fruitfulness'.
· We are to rule and subdue in ways that reflect both the goodness of God and the goodness of creation.
· We are to rule and subdue to ensure fruitfulness for all of creation.
This is beautiful theology - there's no hint in the passage of exploitation or misuse of resources. What we actually 'subdue' is anything that prevents God's mandate for being fruitful or his declaration of goodness.
Slide
If we add in to that that God as Creator of the earth, plants, animals and humans we owe Him a debt both of thanks and Respect and it is right that we respect and indeed show love for the creation just as we show love and respect for the Creator.
Slide -Chester cathedral 
Respect for the creator
It is said that Leonardo da Vinci was close to finishing one of his paintings that he had been working on for months, when he offered his paintbrush to a student and said, “You finish it… will not what I have done inspire you to do your best?” What happens next?  How would Leonardo have felt if the student has poured oil on it, ripped it up and put in the bin?
These are images I drew for our kids Katie & Tom graduation gifts.  I was struck that, having spent two years each (on and off, mostly off) creating these images I would have not been very happy if they’d covered it in ketchup.
Slide
Psalm 24:1 – says “the Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” out of respect and love for the artist behind this masterpiece we call home is it not our duty to follow His example and continue his work as curators and respecters of the work he started.
Slide?
The images I shared in the children’s talk are beautiful images of God’s creation, they capture great examples of what God saw and said was “good” and “very good”.  So I guess the next question is whether what we do as a human race counts as very good and indeed are these the action of those created in God’s image?
So what of the sparrows?
In Gen 2v 19 God brought each of the animals to Adam to name.  We lose the importance of an individual animal in the context of the herd or flock but God values every single one.  In our second reading from Matthew - Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  The context is that we are worth so much more than a sparrow to God but even the Sparrows are his creation and cared for by God individually. 
Sparrow slide
As I mentioned to the children, since 1970, the number of house sparrows has reduced by 50% (30million less house sparrows).  This is attributed to a loss of food, habitat, pesticide use and a variety of other factors all human related. We may not have noticed but the change is dramatic and it’s happened around us.  So If God cares about creation then surely so should we..  You can look up a multitude of animals all over the planet with dwindling numbers all struck by the same factors and many actively hunted because they might compete with humans for some of the same things we choose to eat.  Some of the planet’s Pink dolphins for example are hunted because they also like the catfish humans sell as delicacies while others are by the motorboats that go back and forth across their feeding grounds.  
I’m sure we can all think of many many more examples of images of misuse, abuse and failure of the human race to care for God’s creation but feel free to look further at home as I am not here to lay guilt on you but to remind us of the wonder of what we have been gifted with .
So what can we do? (Crown slide)
God is the ultimate example of this ruler as he exercises his rule over us with loving care to the point that he sent his Son to die for us who did not deserve it.  God delegates that loving care to us.
My experience is that we can spend so much time getting caught up with the mountain that we have to climb that we put off taking the first step.  I have had leaders of industry come up with any number of reasons for not starting to change but they generally come down to “I don’t understand” or “I think it will me cost me” 
So what would I suggest
Slide
Ask Questions
· If you ask the right questions of the right people at the right time you can change the world.  I hoped that I had coined this phrase but it turns out it’s attributed to John C. Maxwell
· We ask questions where the answer is not clear – perhaps ask:
· Do you know the embodied carbon or the embodied water of this product?
· What is embodied carbon?
· Do you have a sustainability policy and what are you doing to reduce your carbon emissions
· Is there an alternative way to do this / go there
· Questions invite a response even if the answer is “I don’t know” 
· Questions encourage discussion and giving eachother permission to ask questions can take on a journey of discovery that we never thought about before.
· Questions can also change perspective of those you ask them of.
Secondly think about your choices
Important to hold to Christ’s servant heart when we talk about choices and not judge – it is easy for those with enough money to judge those who struggle with enough money and expect others to make the same choices too.  I do dwell on Luke 12:48 which says “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked" though I also like Spiderman’s Uncle Ben in “with great power comes great responsibility”. So let us who have much set an example and change the market so that these choices are easier and more available for all.
We make choices in our money /our pension investments or these choices are made on our behalf but they are still our choices
· Head of HSBC in Qatar stated “banks made investment decisions based on feedback and decision making from their customers”. HSBC  40% reduction in emissions across its operations, business travel, and supply chain by 2030
· Despite so much furore banks (incl HSBC) are still not offering fully sustainable business accounts.  Can we in our businesses push for this as an option so that choice becomes an option for those who would take it?
We make choices in our lifestyle
· On a recent edition of the Radio 4 programme ‘Carbon Lifeforms’ I learned that the fashion industry contributes 10% of all global Emissions.   
· They mentioned the “x30 rule” – would you wear a piece of clothes thirty times? Katie & Tom inspire me with charity shop shopping which is a revolution in circular economy lifestyle choice.
· Fabric choices can be complicated but perhaps think about natural and local rather than oil based and imported?
We choose in our travel - 25% global emissions
· 3-5% global emissions are Air travel - can we choose to reduce or at least look at the carbon expended and how to offset it?
· Again is there an alternative option / car share or can we cycle or walk when weather suits
We choose in what we eat.  Food 25-34% global emissions (12-19% is the meat industry) so what about: 

· Vegetarian options 2/3 times a week?
· Seasonal vegetables / “ugly” vegetables 
· Alternative milks in place of dairy
We choose in our Christmas presents
· Options for climate resilience projects
· Early warning systems for those impacted by climate change – flooding?
· Options for second hand?
Get involved, share & celebrate impacts to influence
· Try and find out the impact of the choices that you make
· If you choose to change for ethical or sustainability reasons tell the people you are moving away from. This will create an impact.
Slide - Remember that every act can be an act of witness
Just as with our other attitudes and actions in response to Christ’s example and our walk with God then our actions in response to God’s creation can also be an opportunity to witness to Him who created all things.  We are acknowledging the Creator through our actions to protect so when we get involved why shouldn’t we use Him as the reason for doing so?
· Pray for opportunity
· Take a step in faith
· Remember Christ’s example
So in conclusion – 
World slide
· God has given us a home, a green blue jewel to live on with enough wonder and reminders of it’s Creator to call us to look for Him over and over again.  It’s an incredible place perfectly balanced and with enough self sustaining resources for us all.
· We are wonderfully made in God’s image and we have His love and care for us and for His creation as an example to follow and be inspired by.
· Any journey starts with a question.  So ask yours!
· When we set an example together we can make a difference to the wider world – see what you can do to get involved

If you’d like to get involved more here at Holy Trinity we’re re-starting the sustainability team.  Do let me or Tim know and we’ll try and organise a first get together at a time that suits.  


