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Luke 10:25-37 – Good Samaritan
Childrens talk
Hi everyone – I’m taking you on a bit of a journey this morning – but as I said to the adults last week a good journey often starts with a question so here’s a question for you?
Slide - what do these words have in common?
Guesses to be discussed
These are are all names of Pacific Islands.
Slide image of world
The pacific Islands are pretty much on completely the opposite side of the world from us here in Newcastle
Slide they sit in the Pacific and perhaps easiest to show you them relative to Australia and New Zealand which are themselves sometimes referred to as the largest of these islands.
Slide – some of them are very small so we have to zoom in a bit to be able to see them…
Slide – question.
So – first question – how many Pacific Islands to you think there are? 20-30,000 islands & atolls – not all inhabited!
Slide  The Pacific Islands are known as some of the most beautiful places on the planet
Slide – second question – most of the islands do not have airports but roughly how long to you think it would take you to travel by plane to get to the islands? 30hours
Slide – these are a wide range of peoples and across all sorts of terrain but generally not more than 5km from the Ocean.  
Slide – so how many people do you think (not incl Australia Papua New Guinea or New Zealand) live on the islands? 3.5M
Slide – what increase in flooding events have people of the islands since 2000? 


Reading Luke v25-37
Sermon – start with prayer – use holding slide of green Pacific Isalnd
 Lord – as we come again today to meet with you and hear from your word may my words be true to your word and to your heart for all of your creation wherever and whoever they are.  Amen
Well hello Holy Trinity… again!  Tim’s let me back up here but don’t panic this is not me looking to make a habit of this …! 
I hope you found last week helpful and this week the plan is to follow on from dwelling on the wonder of God’s creation to look at this well known story told by Jesus himself through the lens of sustainability and climate justice.
SLIDE 
Again I’d just flag this book was helpful to me and I’d be happy to let you borrow it if you promise to read it and pass it on!  I’ll also be referencing a recent interview that our Bishop of Newcastle held with some representatives of the Pacific Islands that we have heard about with the children.
So getting in to the passage that *** kindly read for us.
SLIDE – Expert in the law
We are reminded to consider the context when we look at any passage in the bible and I find it really interesting how Jesus tells this well known story in response to the probing of an ‘expert in the law’.  The person asking the questions knows full well what he expects the answer is to be, they are just asking to seek a way to show they know their stuff.  
Jesus has just expertly summarised the whole of the Law’s teaching in one sentence  “Love the lord your God with all your heart, mind and strength and love your neighbour as yourself”
Notably Jesus adds the second half of this drawing in the importance of loving your neighbour in the same breath as loving God so it is evident that Jesus considers this as a key teaching.
SLIDE – Expert in the law  how is my neighbour??
The ‘expert’ seeks to justify himself further by asking what we now see as a well known question “and who is my neighbour”.  I wonder what the expert expected as an answer to this question…He probably thought he knew the answer  already.  I am certain he received more than he was expecting in Jesus’ response!
A quick reminder of what Tim shared last time he spoke on this passage:
“ The Jews saw Samaritans as religious and ethnic half breeds. The hatred went back to OT times. When the Samaritans built a rival temple on Mount Gerazim, in 128 BC the Jews took a force and burned it down together with most of the city-not the best way to win friends and influence people! 
The Samaritans were just as bad, because a couple of years before Jesus was born a group of them broke into the Temple of Jerusalem and on the Passover scattered human bones around the place so defiling it- religious vandals -that’s what they were. “
It’s also worth noting that if the timeline of Luke is accurate with the order of events then just a short period before this in Luke 9:51-56, Jesus and his disciples had been turned away from a Samaritan village.  The good old “sons of thunder” – James & John wanted to bring down fire from heaven on them so this would still be fresh and perhaps a little sore in the disciples memories…!
So back to the Passage – 
Slide - “A man was going down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho…
Let’s dwell for a few minutes on one of the main characters in our story that we often overlook – the man himself. 
The man was just travelling.  He did not pick a fight, he was not in a war, he was just walking from A to B….  
Slide – The man
He was attacked, beaten, stripped of his belongings, stripped of his dignity.  This poor bloke was left for dead and unable to help himself.  As far as we know from what Jesus says the man does not deserve what happens to him but it happens all the same and there’s nothing he can do about it.
Slide - The priest
So the priest gets a bad rap for just keeping on going.  As Tim mentioned last time it’s easy to judge from outside the story but perhaps those priests and experts listening would have had some sympathy.  If the man looks dead then what can he do and if he goes anywhere hear him he would defile himself making it impossible to do his job at the temple.  He has so much to do and all of it is important!
Maybe he can see the Levite coming behind from atop his horse so he can persuade himself that it’s easy for someone else more appropriate to sort it who hasn’t as much important things to do.  Frankly, It’s just easier to not get involved.
Slide - The Levite
I’ve always wondered about the Levite – I mean, what’s the point of him being in the story at all?  Why does Jesus include him when all he does is the same as the priest?  I suppose it emphasises Jesus point that there was another religious person who could have done something but let’s be honest Jesus’ parables are so much richer and layered in their meaning than that… so what was Jesus’ thinking when he includes this guy?  
Jesus doesn’t say that the Levite knew the man.  There was no relationship.  There was no reason to care other than that of seeing a fellow human being who had obviously been laid low. Perhaps there was fear of being attacked himself or not being able to do whatever he had in his diary or whatever he saw as important such as his own duties at the temple.  
Tim suggested on this that perhaps the Levite saw the priest and decided that he would follow the priests example and walked by rather than stopping.  
Wouldn’t it have been great if he could have called to the priest and they could have done something for the man together.  He had the power to make a difference, the priest potentially had a horse to do the heavy lifting, but The Levite sees the situation that the man is in and chooses to walk past.
Jesus lets him walk past and it’s a bit uncomfortable but we all know it’s ok because we know this story and it’s the Samaritans turn next…. And here he comes walking down the road behind.  
But what if the Samaritan hadn’t shown up?  What if the Samaritan had looked at the reaction of others and followed suit…..  
Slide - The Samaritan
So the Samaritan turns up and chooses to intervene.  He is generous with his time and his money and he goes out of his way to make a difference.  Wow – thank God for that unlikely hero.!
He chooses both in the moment and once the Innkeeper comes in to the scene to continue to intervene by making provision for the man’s future.  You’ve heard all about him so let’s move on to another character that we don’t talk about much.
Slide - The innkeeper
And then we have innkeeper.  Quite the hero too actually if you think about it.  A random Samaritan turns up at his door with a bloody, beaten man – that has hassle written all over it.  I’m sure there were rules of the road and I know he was provided for generously by the Samaritan but he still takes in someone that he has no relationship with and is asked to care for him taking on trust that any extra cost will be covered at some point in the future.  This is not his job but he has the Samaritan’s financial support and he has the expertise and the facilities to help so he accepts the task.  
What would have happened to the man if the innkeeper had said no or stopped caring when the money ran out….  
He is evidently skilled to do this role and finishes the job the Samaritan started but he doesn’t do it for nothing – after all he has an inn to run and he can’t take in all comers 
Slide - The man again 
We don’t hear about what the man does after that – perhaps he’s still at the Inn…. but Jesus’ implication for me was he was quite able to get about and travel so I’m assuming when he was well he went on his way again and was able to look after himself.  He didn’t become a long term burden on the innkeeper or the Samaritan he just needed their help in response to a situation that had overwhelmed him that was not of his making and he had no control over.


So, how about this as a modern interpretation for you…..
Slide – Pacific Islands
The people of the Pacific Islands have made their home there for a thousand years, they have a near subsistence lifestyle and have done almost no harm to their environment.  The low lying nature of the islands means that they are subject to the storms of the Pacific but they have weathered these as part of their life. 
Over the course of the last twenty years or so, because of climate change sea levels have risen to such an extent that their island homes have shrunk and based on current predictions many will be lost or unliveable by 2050.  The issues are not just physical land flooding but also drinkable water and sea temperature rise.  As a result these Christian people have no power to change the situation.  They have been set upon by circumstances that they did not cause.
Slide – World governments – need to pick these carefully
Many governments, financial institutions and decision makers have flown over / seen the press releases, heard the news but they have passed by, perhaps looking sadly down but because they cannot solve the problem within their election cycle or the problem is on the other side of the world and has no impact on their voters or investors they have no reason to intervene.  I mean it’s many hours away on a plane from the UK how could it possibly have anything to do with anyone here?
After all they have so many of their own challenges and things to focus on? How can they change anything?  It is better to just keep going and ignore what is going on so far away, it’s not worth it.  So they pass on by.
Slide – ordinary people
Individuals who consider them ethically minded, thoughtful, well educated and perhaps better off then others heard the plight of the individuals but have not called on those who could or should have made a difference.  We didn’t cause the problem as far as we can tell and what difference can we make anyway?  It’s easier to not get involved.
Slide – Good samaritan
So where’s the Good Samaritan in this story?  Who is their neighbour?
Slide – Christian Aid Haka
So what about the innkeeper?  There are charities providing support for these peoples, in 2023 Christian Aid publicised the plight of the peoples with a mix of well known rugby greats performing a Haka in the Thames to raise the profile.  They provide support, finance and have some of the skills needed to support the ongoing challenge but even they cannot hold back the Ocean so, as you will hear from the interview where does the story go next.
Slide – Snip of bishop interview
Our Bishop Helen -Ann recently recorded an interview with representatives of the Pacific Island people based in New Zealand.  I have snipped a few images here but I would strongly recommend, if you can make the time that you have a listen to the full conversation when we manage to get it edited and on the Diocese website.
What was interesting for me listening to the interview is that the people of the Pacific Islands are not lying down and expecting handouts – that’s another untruth that seems to be put out by those who choose to not understand the plight of displaced peoples.  They have arranged their own flood defences.  Where they can they are trying to make their own steps to carbon reduction and waste reduction and they call on all governments and on us to do the same.  They are literally being overwhelmed by the waves through no fault of their own and they are trying to play their part.
Slide Where else can I go
The Pacific islands are just one example of peoples impacted by climate change – displaced from their homes by forces that they did not cause and are completely unable to prevent.  Again I don’t want to create guilt or powerlessness here so I will not go in to more examples.  I am bringing this to you in the light of Jesus’ own teaching and asking you to consider what Jesus actually meant by Who is my neighbour.
It has become too easy to point at the migrant and suggest they just want a free ride but what if our homes had been washed away through no fault of our own.  
Embedded video (3mins) – First 3mins
The key prayer request in the video is that the people of the Pacific Islands will be able to leave the country that has been their home with dignity and that they will be greeted as brothers and sisters and not “migrants”…. That we would be ready to welcome those impacted by Climate Change
If we go back the passage again in verse 36 Jesus ends his story with a question for the expert of the law.  “Which of these three do you think was a neigbour to the man who fell in to the hands of robbers”  The expert replies “ The one who had mercy on him” and Jesus says “Go and do likewise”
So how do we go and do likewise?  
I’m not trying to make you feel guilty – I had honestly thought myself that there was still time, with some good defences and early warning systems and better ways to clean up after floods have passed perhaps with a concerted effort from the global community that we could turn the tide and this will help for a while but we now need to think about how best to support these brothers and sisters in Christ as they look for a new place that they can call home.
But let’s go back to the end of the interview for this
Unpause slide / run again from 3mins
Prayer in response Our Actions
Our Questions – if you don’t know ask
· Do we know the areas of the world that are impacted by climate change?
· Do we know who to ask about supporting those who are losing their homes as a result?
· As I said last week do we know the carbon impact of that holiday we are planning or that new kitchen that we are thinking about? 
Our Choices
As I said last week, we need to be really careful not to judge others who may well have different, more challenging circumstances than our own when they don’t make the choices we expect but let’s make informed choices where we can in allyship with our neighbours….
We can choose to change what we do.  We can choose to pay for carbon offsetting – calculation and payment to a charity that may help intervene in the situations that are happening.  If it makes it expensive then that’s partly the point…
Our example
Our Businesses.  Can we speak to those that we are in contact professionally about our business practice, commitments and plans to reduce carbon and improve on sustainability.
Our Families – is this something we should be talking about with our wider families.  Again I know this can be sensitive and needs to be handled gently in many cases but should be just stay silent?
Again – remember the reason we are suddenly interested in the conversation is that we are aware of the wonder of God’s creation, our churches commitment to care for creation and want to make a difference for our global neigbour in line with the teachings of Christ.  Perhaps one to prayerfully consider.
Our Influence
Again as I said last week, let’s use the small influence we hold.  The Samaritan was just one person who did the right thing for the man when he needed it.  Let’s look at our Banks our pensions and dare I say it let’s look at those we might choose to vote for.
End with Martin Luther King Jr:  
A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies.  On the one hand we are called to play the good Samaritan on life’s roadside; but that will be only an initial act.  Once day we must come t see that the whole Jericho road must be transformed so that men and women will not be constantly beaten and robber as they make their journey on life’s highway.  True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it is not pahhazrd and superficial.  It comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.  A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring contract of pverty and wealth…and say,’ This is not just.’

Conclusion – Slide – Expert in the law…
So I wonder what the expert took away from the answer to his question – indeed I wonder what each of us take away from this conversation with Jesus?  
Do we simply take away what we were expecting or do we hear the challenge to explore and to allow us to go beyond what we thought the answer was?
I find it interesting that, as a result of Jesus’ story, as he so often did, the natural order of things are transformed.  It is not the powerful individual that makes a difference it is the one who stopped and cared.
Samaritans at the time were hated and avoided, now transformed in our minds through Jesus’s words.  All that happened was one man in a story choosing to be a good neighbour. 
Let us pray that God’s spirit shows us how we can be truly be good neighbours and ‘go and do likewise’



Prayers
Let us pray in solidarity with the Pacific Islanders and with all those who have or face being displaced from their homes as a result of Climate Change.  May they find a welcome as brothers and sisters.

