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Baptism &

 Confirmation 

with 

Holy Communion

at
Please stand for the entrance of the Choir, Ministers and Bishop

The Welcome

The Vicar welcomes everyone and then we sing the hymn:
(print the words of the hymn)

The Greeting
Bishop:

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All 
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

Bishop:

There is one body and one spirit.

All 




There is one hope to which we were called;

Bishop:

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

All 




One God and Father of all.

Bishop:

Peace be with you

All 




and also with you.

We remain standing.  Silence is kept and then the Bishop leads us in the Collect:

Bishop:

Lord you have taught us that all we do without love is worth nothing;  send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

All 



Amen.

We sit

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Reading
At the end the reader says
This is the word of the Lord.

All 
Thanks be to God.

We stand to sing the hymn:

(print the words of the hymn)

The Gospel Reading
        When the Gospel is announced the reader says:


Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

All 
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All 
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
The Presentation of the Candidates
The candidates may be presented to the congregation. Where appropriate they are presented by their godparents or sponsors.

The Bishop asks the candidates for baptism:

Do you wish to be baptized?

Candidates: I do

The Bishop asks the other candidates for confirmation:


Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of    the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?

Candidates:
I have.

The Bishop asks all the candidates :


Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own 


heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?

Candidates:
I am.

The bishop addresses the whole congregation

Bishop:
Faith is the gift of God to his people.  In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.  People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their life in Christ?

All 


With the help of God, we will.

The Decision
The ministers and candidates for baptism and confirmation gather at the baptismal font.

The Bishop addresses all the candidates

Bishop:
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his 





marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin





and rising to new life with him. Therefore I ask:





Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

Candidates:
I turn to Christ.

Bishop:
Do you repent of your sins?

Candidates:
I repent of my sins.

Bishop:
Do you renounce evil?

Candidates:
I renounce evil.

Signing with The Cross

The Bishop makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each candidate for baptism, saying:





Christ claims you for his own.





Receive the sign of his cross.

When all the candidates for baptism have been signed, the Bishop says to them:

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.  Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against sin, the world and the devil, and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

The Bishop says

May Almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in you the image of his glory and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ  

May God who has given you the desire to follow Christ give you strength to continue in the Way. 

All 



Amen.

Prayer over the Water

The Bishop stands before the water of baptism and says:





Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

All



who keeps his promise for ever. 





Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All



It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Bishop 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water





To sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.

Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation

Through water you led the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised land.

In water your son Jesus received the baptism of John

And was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ,





To lead us from the death of sin to newness of life.





We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.





In it we are buried with Christ in his death.





By it we share in his resurrection.





Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit





Therefore, in joyful obedience to your son,

We baptise into his fellowship those who come to him in faith.

Now sanctify this water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,





They may be cleansed from sin and born again.

Renewed in your image, may they walk by the light of faith

And continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord;

To whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory 





Now and for ever.  

All



Amen.

The Profession of Faith
The Bishop addresses the congregation:
Bishop:
Let us affirm together with these who are being baptised, our common faith in Jesus Christ.



Do you believe and trust in God the Father,



source of all being and life,



the one for whom we exist?

All 
I believe and trust in him.

Bishop:
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,



who took our human nature,



died for us and rose again?

All 
I believe and trust in him.

Bishop:
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,



who gives life to the people of God



and makes Christ known in the world?

All 
I believe and trust in him.

Bishop:
This is the faith of the Church.

All 
This is our faith.



We believe and trust in one God,



Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Baptism

The Bishop may address each candidate for baptism by name, saying:



N, is this your faith?

And candidate answers:



This is my faith

The Bishop pours water on each candidate, saying:



N, I baptise you in the name of the Father,



And of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.



You have been clothed with Christ.

As many as are baptised into Christ have put on Christ.

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen.
The candidates for confirmation who have previously been baptised may come forward to the font and sign themselves with water.

The Bishop says:



Almighty God,

We thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith with all who have been baptised into your name.

Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

All
Amen.

We stand to sing the next hymn during which the Bishop and the candidates return to their places.

(print the words of the hymn)
The Confirmation
Bishop:
Our help is in the name of the Lord

All:
who has made heaven and earth.

Bishop:
Blessed be the name of the Lord

All:
now and for ever.  Amen.

The congregation kneel or sit whilst those who are to be confirmed remain standing.  The bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says:

Almighty and ever-living God,


you have given these your servants new birth


in baptism by water and the Spirit,


and have forgiven them all their sins.


Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:


the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;


the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;


the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;


and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord. 

All:
 Amen.

The candidates sit and then they  kneel in turn before the Bishop, each being presented by their sponsor who says, “Bishop I present (N) to be confirmed” The Bishop anoints each candidate with oil and says: 

Bishop:
N, God has called you by name and made you his own.

Then laying his hand on the head of each he says: 

Bishop:
Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.

All:
Amen.

All:
Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly

grace, that they may continue yours forever, 

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more until they 
come to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Minister:
Father we thank you that by baptism you have raised these your children with Christ to new life in the Spirit.  Guide and protect them with your grace, that they may follow you all their days and grow in knowledge and love of you. Father, by the victory of your Son:

All:


Give Light to the world

Minister:
May Christ who conquered sin and death keep his whole Church faithful to him.  Help us always to hold fast to truth and to walk in the way of life.  Father, by the victory of your Son: 

All:


Give Light to the world
Minister:
May the Holy Spirit fill the hearts and minds of all the nations to unite the world in peace and love.  By your healing power restore all that is broken and unite us with you, our God and Father. Father by the victory of your Son

All:


Give Light to the world
The Liturgy of the Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Peace
We all stand and the Bishop introduces the Peace

Bishop:
God has made us one in Christ.




He has set his seal upon us




and, as a pledge of what is to come,




has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.




The peace of the Lord be always with you

All 


and also with you.
Bishop:
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

The peace is exchanged by turning to our neighbours and friends taking them by the hand and saying, “Peace be with you”

The Offertory Hymn  

(print words of the hymn)
We remain standing

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Bishop:
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made  It will become for us the bread of life.

All 


Blessed be God for ever.

Bishop:
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:



through your goodness we have this wine to set before 



you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands.



It will become for us the cup of salvation.

All 


Blessed be God for ever.

Bishop:
The Lord is here.

All 


His Spirit is with us.

Bishop:
Lift up your hearts.

All 


We lift them to the Lord.

Bishop:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All 
It is right to give thanks and praise.


It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,


always and everywhere to give you thanks,


holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,


through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord.


This day we give you thanks


because in fulfilment of your promise


you pour out your Spirit upon us,


filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth,

and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith.  


Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father,


to proclaim your gospel to all nations


and to serve you as a royal priesthood.

Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels, and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,


to proclaim the glory of your name,


for ever praising you and singing:

All 


Holy, holy, holy Lord,



God of power and might,



heaven and earth are full of your glory.



Hosanna in the highest.



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.



Hosanna in the highest.



We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.



On the night before he died he had supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.


When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.




So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.



Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.


We proclaim the mystery of faith:

All 
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.


Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.



Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with …………(name of church) and all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.



Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,

for ever and ever.
All
Amen.

Silence may be kept

The Lord’s Prayer
Bishop:
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
We kneel or sit to pray

All 
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,


on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and for ever.  

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The Bishop breaks the consecrated bread 

Bishop:
We break this bread 




to share in the body of Christ.

All 


Though we are many, we are one body,



because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

The Bishop says the invitation to Communion

Bishop:
Draw near with faith.



Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ



which he gave for you, 




and his blood which he shed for you.



Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,



and feed on him in your hearts



by faith with thanksgiving.

We welcome anyone who is a communicating member of the Christian church to come to the altar rail to receive communion.  We also welcome those who do not wish to receive communion, but would like to receive a special blessing.  To indicate this, please bring this order of service with you.

(Print words of hymn?)

Prayer after Communion
Bishop:
God of mercy,




by whose grace alone we are accepted




and equipped for your service:




stir up in us the gifts of your Holy Spirit




and make us worthy of our calling;




that we may bring forth the fruits of the Spirit




in love and joy and peace;




through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All 


Amen.

All 

Almighty God,


we thank you for feeding us


with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.


Through him we offer you our souls and bodies


to be a living sacrifice.


Send us out


in the power of your Spirit


to live and work


to your praise and glory.


Amen.

The Dismissal

Blessing
Bishop:
The God of all grace,




who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 




establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 




and the blessing of God almighty, 




the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 




be upon you and remain with you always.

All 


Amen. 

We stand to sing our final hymn

(print the words of the hymn)

Bishop:
Go in the light and peace of Christ.

All 



Thanks be to God. 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):

Commission - adult: © 1985 Anglican Church of Canada: The Book of Alternative Services

Profession of Faith: © 1988 English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC)

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000

Prayers of Intercession (general): © The European Province of the Society of St Francis.
1
2

